The title compound, C 17 H 18 O 5 , was synthesized by a base-free catalytic Wittig reaction. The molecule consists of a diethyl itaconate unit, which is connected via the C C double bond to a benzofuran moiety. The benzofuran ring system (r.m.s. deviation = 0.007 Å ) forms dihedral angles of 79.58 (4) and 12.12 (10) with the mean planes through the cis and trans ethoxycarbonyl groups, respectively. An intramolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond involving the O atom of the benzofuran moiety is observed. In the crystal, molecules are linked into ribbons running parallel to the b axis by C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Diethyl (E)-2-(benzofuran-2-ylmethylene) succinate was prepared as previously described by Schirmer et al. (2015) . All reagents were purchased from commercial sources and used as received without further purification. The reaction was performed in 5 mL Wheaton screw-top V-Vials® with solid-top cap. The vial was dried in an oven at 120°C before use.
Toluene was freshly distilled from sodium/benzophenone. Thin layer chromatography was performed on Merck TLCplates with fluorescence indication (silica type 60, F254), spots were visualized using UV-light. Flash chromatography was performed using silica with a grain size of 40-63 µm from Macherey-Nagel. Benzofuran-2-carbaldehyde (151 mg, 1.03 mmol) was dissolved in toluene (2 mL). Diethyl maleate (197 mg, 1.14 mmol), tri-n-butylphosphine (11 mg, 0.054 mmol) and phenylsilane (113 mg, 1.04 mmol) were added successively to the solution. After stirring for 24 h at 125°C, the reaction mixture was cooled to ambient temperature. The crude product was purified by column chromatography over 
S2. Refinement
H atoms were placed in idealized positions with d(C-H) = 0.95 Å (CH), 0.99 Å (CH 2 ), 0.98 Å (CH 3 ) and refined using a riding model with U iso (H) fixed at 1.2 U eq (C) for CH and CH 2 and 1.5 U eq (C) for CH 3 . A rotating model was used for the methyl groups.
supporting information sup-2 Acta Cryst. (2015) . E71, o872
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atom labelling and displacement ellipsoids drawn at 30% probability level.
Diethyl (E)-2-[(1-benzofuran-2-yl)methylidene]succinate
Crystal data 
